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Many Buddhist monasteries were built during the rise of the Andhra power. When this
power was challenged by the Saka-Pallavas, the intellectual capital of the Andhras was shitted
from Kanchipuram to Dhanyakatakam on the banks of the Krishna.   A great and beautiful
monastery, which acquired world-wide fame for its architectural and sculptural excellence and1
monastic discipline was built at Amaravati.

Full freedom was allowed to the people to embrace any religious cult they chose but in
the early centuries Buddhism and Jainisrn went on ascendency on account of the religious
zeal of the Buddhist monks and Jaina Sramanas and their disciplined life in the monasteries.

During this period, Prakrit was developed as a common language and it became prevalent
throughout the south. Buddhists and the Satavahanas had subsequently developed Sanskrit
as a language of higher learning. It was used for official purposes only In the 2nd c. A.D.
The Satavahanas who ruled for over four centuries established a new era (Saka), Salivahana
, which has been accepted by the Government of India for their official purpose.

Successive kingdoms in the Andhra area carried out the traditions laid down by the
Satavahanas. Under the larger kingdoms or empires which extended beyond the linguistic
boundaries, experiments were made to fuse the sub-cultures of the several regions into what
in course of time, emerged as South-Indian culture. Contribution of the Andhras to its growth
is enormous but yet has to be identified and assessed.
' ; If Vedas were a gift of the north of the Vlndhyas, Vedanta was a precious gift from the
south. The Hinayana in general and the Mahayana in particular gave birth to speculative
philosophy. Logic was developed to its heights while the Mahayana philosophy was in the
process of growth. It was argued and propounded by Nagarjuna that the starting point for
realization of one's own existence in relation to the world was &unya (void). His logic and
argument led to further thinking by rich and fertile minds such aa that of Sankara, and
later of Ramanuja and Madhwa. Several commentaries and interpretations were published on
Brahmanical works and Buddhist and Jain scriptures.
Buddhism also brought to the fore the artistic instincts of the Andhras in the spheres of
painting, sculpture and architecture. The art treasure of the Stupa at Amaravati and the early
caves of Ajanta created a great impetus, providing a springboard for future development.
As the society developed, a lot of initiative was taken here in Andhra to organise social
strata, professions and patterns of material culture. Aesthetics and utility were happily combined
in the handicrafts; the enthusiansm nourished by a happy prosperous and confortaWe lift it
home resulted in adventure and maritime trade, touching China on the east and European
countries on the west.